NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2020

Welcome back to what is always the busiest term for us. This year it looks a little different and we are missing our Friday
Professional Studies Sessions with our trainees.Tutorials are still taking place via Microsoft Teams and our trainees can
contact any member of the team by email and request any help and support they require.

BEING A YWTT MENTOR BY SAM HELMSLEY – WOLFRETON
I have always enjoyed my role as a mentor and being part of the wider YWTT
community. I have been lucky enough over the last few years to take on the mentoring
role where I was supported both in school and by YWTT in the form of level 1 and level 2
NASBTT courses. These courses have really helped me to develop as a mentor and the
support from more experienced colleagues in school has been invaluable. I also found
that during these courses I interacted with lots of different people in a variety of
positions who could offer different perspectives that has meant I have felt confident in
dealing with all the situations that have been thrown at me as a mentor. I feel that
mentoring has helped me to develop my own teaching skills by getting me to reflect on
why I am doing certain things in my classroom and it is an experience I think every
teacher should do if they are able to. Every year I have come across new ways to teach a
topic or a different explanation that has made me question whether I need to adapt my
own teaching. I have also felt this is beneficial to the department for being fresh ideas
from YWTT. It has been a thoroughly rewarding and enjoyable experience that I hope to
continue for many years to come.

SPOTLIGHT ON STEVE TEASDALE
I grew up in Co.Durham. My passion from a very young age was Art. I sold my first drawing when I was thirteen – a portrait
of David Soul (look him up!). I finished secondary school with A-Levels in Art and Ceramics with most of my work produced
on a potter’s wheel. I went to Sunderland College to study an Art Foundation Course and it was whilst I was there that I
happened to watch a student glassblower dance around the workshop when a piece of hot glass fell down his t-shirt. I was
fascinated by the whole process of glassblowing and so applied for a BA(Hons) 3D-Design degree at Stourbridge in the
West Midlands. It was there that I trained as a glassblower and designer. I funded my way through this course by drawing
pet portraits for customers in the pub I worked in.

After graduating I worked in a number of hot glass studios, spending some time working in New York and designed work
for famous glass companies such as Royal Doulton and Dartington Glass. During this time I was asked by a primary
school teacher friend of mine to demonstrate some simple clay work to her class. Despite being extremely nervous I
thoroughly enjoyed my day as a teacher. Up until this point I had never considered the teaching profession as a career
but I couldn’t shake the thrill and enjoyment I received from working with the students. I therefore decided to shift my
career aspirations and applied for a one year PGCE at the University of Northumbria at Newcastle to train as a D&T
teacher. My first placement was a tough school near Sunderland, where random knife searches on students were
commonplace. I loved it.
My first full time teaching post involved me relocating to Selby, North Yorkshire where I was appointed as a teacher of
Design Technology at Brayton High School. After one year I was given the opportunity to work as an Assistant Head of
Year and from then on I followed the Pastoral path, working in a variety of roles such as Primary Liaison Coordinator.
After an enjoyable ten years at Brayton High School I was appointed as a Head of Year at Huntington School in York. It
was during this time that I first met and worked alongside a very young Jonny Uttley, where he stole my highly trained
and well behaved year group for his own. There was also a young & dynamic Head of Science called Alison Fletcher who
became a colleague of mine on the SLT there.
I was to work in a variety of roles at Huntington School, from Head of House to Assistant
Headteacher and eventually Deputy Headteacher before eventually joining The Education
Alliance to work alongside Jonny and Alison. Again, within the Trust I have enjoyed a number
of differing roles, from Deputy Headteacher at Driffield School to School Improvement
Leader at Malet Lambert and currently South Hunsley School.Throughout all this time I have
been very lucky to work alongside some wonderful people. Whilst I love my subject I always
think of myself as a teacher of children first and foremost. This has helped when recently
been asked to teach Religious Studies, History and Food Technology.I still love to draw,
mainly Royal Air Force related subjects. Having close links with the RAF through my artwork
has meant that I am fortunate to be an honorary member of two squadrons and have
experienced the thrill of having flown fast low level training flights with them. Unfortunately,
on a final note I have to confess to being ‘Sunderland Till I Die’!

RECRUITMENT UPDATE
We are still actively recruiting for the 2020-21 training programme and we have, so far completed 9 online interviews with
more to come over the following weeks.Our current cohort is actively applying for jobs with over 70% having already
secured employment for September. The YWTT Leadership Team are still on hand to help with application support and are
more than happy to conduct mock interviews and give feedback to any trainee.

Are you thinking of applying to our 2020-21 programme?
Would you like further details before making your decision?
Why not join in our next YWTT Webinar!
Please email sally.cooper@ywtt.org.uk to register your interest.

