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We would like to say Congratulations to our class of 2019-20 who have all exceeded the Teacher Standards and have now
been awarded QTS. It has been a challenging year for all of our trainees and we are proud of their achievements. We wish
them well as they take up their NQT positions in September and it will be lovely to catch up with them to continue the
support from the YWTT team.
As ever, we would like to say a huge thank you to the teams in our partnership schools who have given their time and effort
to support YWTT and we look forward to continuing to working with you in the next academic year.

CHRIS ABBOTT, CHAIR OF YWTT EXECUTIVE BOARD
Over the last few years, it has been a great privilege to Chair YWTT Board and see how the
provision has grown and developed into the highly successful organisation it has become
today. Initially, under the care of Jill Maund and now led by Alison Fletcher, it has been
recognised as an outstanding provider of school based ITT and we have been very
fortunate to have been able to retain and grow a very experienced and stable group of
tutors who offer their support and guidance, as well as their knowledge and expertise. In the
coming year, over 40 new students will be enrolled to train in a number of our partnership
primary and secondary schools and planning is well underway to ensure, whatever the
situation in relation to Covid 19, they will have the very best training opportunities.

Originally, YWTT largely served the needs of the growing Education Alliance group of
schools but very quickly welcomed in partners from across the region including other
trusts, academies and Local Authority schools. It also works very closely with a number of
teaching and research schools across the region and we are very excited about the new
partnership arrangements with Riding Forward and Tidal Teaching School for 2021.
Teachers who have trained with YWTT SCITT describe how they have benefitted hugely from the school based approach
to training and high quality mentoring and CPD provided by the partnership.It remains for me to thank Jill, Alison and their
teams for their inspirational work and for ensuring that our region is able to appoint such highly talented new staff. Chairing
YWTT has undoubtedly been one of the most enjoyable roles I have held since I joined as Head teacher of South Hunsley
in 2002 and along with my sub regional and national Teaching School roles, I am constantly reminded about the great
professionals we have working across our schools. To them all, in these uncertain times, I thank you and wish our new
trainees long and fulfilled careers.

TRAINING TO TEACH ENGLISH – CHLOE KENYON, ENGLISH ITT
Training to teach English with YWTT has been an incredible experience. It is a huge commitment but one that is well made,
enjoyable and tailored to your development needs. Coming together on a Friday makes everybody so close; you cannot
feel alone or struggle because the staff and your colleagues are always there for you.
There is a brilliant balance between theory, practice and increasing subject knowledge. As my degree was not in English, I
was particularly worried about having the right subject knowledge. However, after being involved with subject immersion
days, I have been able to bridge the gaps in my knowledge and increase my confidence. My placements were both
amazing; the subject mentors take a genuine interest in your development and support you every step of the way.

Most importantly for me, I have learnt how to create a lovely classroom climate that helps my students progress. English is
not everybody’s favourite subject, but through the knowledge I have gained with YWTT I can engage my students with the
subject and progress them on their educational journey.

GAINING QTS IN PRIMARY EDUCATION – LAUREN ROBERTS, PRIMARY ITT

Choosing to gain QTS in Primary Education with Yorkshire Wolds is definitely one of
the best decisions I have made. As the course is smaller than other ITT courses, you
really do become so close with everyone working around you. This means that staff
know exactly who you are, and individual support is both exceptional and completely
personalised.
Over the course of my training year, having been to ten different schools, I have had
the opportunity to experience a range of education settings. I have had the pleasure of
observing lessons in schools which are specialised to deal with extreme behaviour,
SEND and EAL. As well as schools which have different curriculums and compete with
different pupil challenges. Such diverse experiences helped me to accumulate such a
broad picture of primary education and have given me resources and strategies that I
will use in my own teaching practice.
The schools I was given for my placements, helped me to gain so much experience of everyday school life. By being there
Monday-Thursday, I was able to really feel a part of the school and build strong relationships with pupils and teachers. Both
of which helped me to feel comfortable, confident and therefore able to strive to be the best teacher I could be. Similarly,
spending every Friday back at the Yorkshire Wolds training base has been equally beneficial. Fridays allowed me to:
develop professionally through the lessons that took place; improve my work and lesson plans; evidence my progress; and
to reflect on the week in school I had just experienced. Additionally, Fridays provided me with time to speak with other
trainees on the course that became my support system, to share experiences as well as give and receive a little pick-me-up
when needed. Being able to relate to and encourage each other was so important for positive mental health and preparing
for the coming week.I will forever be grateful for my training year with Yorkshire Wolds as it has helped me to discover the
teacher I am today. Through my training this year and the support the programme continues to provide for me next year, I
feel fully prepared for my NQT year to begin.

TRAINING TO TEACH MATHEMATICS – LILY BRUNTON, MATHS ITT
I have thoroughly enjoyed my teacher training year with Yorkshire Wolds specialising in Secondary Mathematics. As a
graduate in Physical Education I felt nervous and excited in embarking upon a teaching journey in Mathematics. My
apprehension eased once I realised the support networks that Yorkshire Wolds provided; there has not been one moment
on this course that I have felt overwhelmed or alone.
There have been many opportunities on the course to enhance my professional development and also to develop
personally, in terms of confidence and self-belief. Subject immersion days, spent with peers and my subject mentor have
had a big impact. These days happen every few weeks and are planned to suit our needs as trainees to target any areas for
development. They have allowed us as trainees to share our first-hand experiences from our placements and discuss the
most effective tools in teaching Mathematics. We were also fortunate enough to attend a course in York focusing on
'Mastery in Mathematics'; this was stimulating and allowed me to learn new practices and try them out during my
placement.
The support from my subject mentor throughout my two placements has been invaluable. Visits from my subject mentor
happened at least once every half term to assess my progress and support me in any way. My subject mentor, alongside
my placement mentor, would observe a planned lesson with given notice and following the lesson we would discuss their
feedback and my own self-reflection. This professional input has developed my teaching tremendously and enabled me to
progress effectively throughout the year.

ABBIE MAUNDER, MFL ITT
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at YWTT. This year has been extremely challenging and has taught me a lot about
myself in terms of time management, self-motivation and resilience. However, it has also been one of the most rewarding
for a multitude of reasons. Firstly, I have learnt what it takes to be an outstanding teacher, both theoretically and practically.
I have been able to benefit from the wealth of knowledge that Subject Leads and the experienced practitioners of YWTT
have to offer and have learnt the importance of being a reflective practitioner; focusing on continuous professional
development and ensuring I am always doing the best for my students. I have also been able to experience a broad range
of educational settings which has opened my eyes to the wealth of opportunities available to me in the future. Both my
host schools welcomed me with open arms and allowed me the opportunity to make mistakes and learn from them,
gaining experience as I go, as well as developing great relationships and friendships with colleagues. Finally, all members
of YWTT: my colleagues, mentors, tutors and all other Subject Leads have provided ongoing support and guidance
throughout my ITT and have always gone above and beyond to ensure that I can be the best I can be, both inside and
outside of the classroom. Despite any difficult times, there have always felt supported on this journey. It is a place where
great teaching is taught by great people. In short, I have loved every second.

DIVERSITY DAYS - JOSH DUDDING, PRIMARY ITT
Throughout the course of our trainee year with YWTT, we were given the opportunity
to attend a range of diversity days. The diversity days allowed us to experience the
teaching and learning that takes place in different settings to mainstream school. One
of the diversity days included attending Bridgeview Special School. The school is for
pupils that struggle with social, emotional and mental health needs. The diversity day
allowed me to experience first-hand the challenges and rewards that come with
working within this diverse environment. The experience and previous employment
working as a teaching assistant at Driffield Secondary School supporting SEND
students, highlighted my passion to work within this environment supporting pupils
with additional needs. I was fortunate enough to be successful at a recent interview
and will now be undertaking my NQT year at Bridgeview Special School. I’m looking
forward to the experiences that will present themselves throughout my NQT year. I
would also like to thank YWTT for the support and opportunities available throughout
my ITT year, these opportunities have guided me down my chosen career path.

TRAINING TO TEACH GEOGRAPHY WITH YWTT – SUE BOYES
Training to teach geography with YWTT allowed me into the classroom from the
beginning of the course, giving me the best insight into teaching and school life. In a very
short time, I was settled into my diversity placement and delivering the lessons myself.
The specialist pedagogy from experienced practitioners at YWTT helped to inform my
training and supported my developing teaching practice throughout the year. Having
worked in environmental research for over 20 years, it had been a while since I finished
my geography degree, so my subject knowledge was a little rusty (especially in human
geography).
The SKE I completed before starting the ITT was great for updating this, in addition to the
knowledge I developed whilst observing, planning and delivering lessons, with the
Subject Immersion Days (SIDs) further filling in the gaps. Being more confident in my
subject knowledge then allowed me to concentrate on the other aspects of teaching
including classroom management, assessment for learning, modelling, questioning,
building relationships with your students and colleagues and ultimately enjoying my time
in the classroom!
My experienced subject mentors were always there to encourage and support me with suggestions and advice to further
develop my teaching skills throughout my placements, and along with the support from the YWTT team this year has
flown by. I have never regretted my change in career and I’m now looking forward to sharing my love of geography with
students in my NQT year, applying all the skills I’ve developed to further develop into the teacher I want to become.

