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As we continue to manage life in lockdown, the YWTT trainees are continuing with their bespoke professional
development programmes and we look forward to catching up with them in our weekly tutorial sessions. Preparation work
is continuing for the 2020-21 cohort of trainees who will join us in September and we are excited to be running two new
courses in business studies and Primary 3-7.

SPOTLIGHT ON RACHEL HUDSON
Rachel Hudson is our Primary English and Phonics Lead and will lead the Primary 3-7 course
which will commence in September.
From an early age, Rachel was always really interested in art and being creative, she felt she
always wanted to do something which involved being creative and then discovered that
creativity plays a huge part in primary teaching, particularly in the Early Years curriculum and
pedagogy. Rachel studied for her A level subjects in fine art, ancient history, English language
and media studies. Upon completing her A levels, Rachel attended York St John University
and graduated from her Primary Teaching (3-7) course and secured her first teaching post at
Hunsley Primary School teaching their first ever reception class. Since joining the Hunsley
Primary team, Rachel has been Phonics Lead at Hunsley Primary and is currently EYFS Lead/
English Professional Studies Lead/ Tutor for YWTT.
Rachel really relishes her role due to the everyday challenges and feels that it is extremely rewarding working with children
playing a big role in supporting children to develop not just academically, but in a number of different ways and to have the
opportunity to contribute to them developing a love for learning and for school. Rachel feels her job allows her to be
creative. Rachel loves working in the trust and feels that the ethos, support and opportunities that are available, really
enhance what is already a great job.
Rachel feels really lucky to have the opportunity to now work with trainee teachers at YWTT and support them in their
journey and being able to contribute more widely to ensuring that children get the best education and develop a love for
learning.

TEACHING IN LOCKDOWN – HOLLY MCHUGH, CURRENT ITT
When I embarked upon my teacher training in September, everyone told me that no two days would be the same, but
nobody could have anticipated how much that would ring true when the COVID-19 pandemic arrived in March. This turn of
events radiated uncertainty and has undoubtedly had an impact on all of our lives. Although this unique situation means
that I will not be completing my training in school, it has provided an opportunity to experience the important role that
schools play in the response to adversity. One of the values at my placement school is ‘resilience’ and this is something
that I have witnessed daily as I have continued to plan and deliver lessons for distance learning alongside an amazing team.
Although distance learning has posed new challenges, overcoming these in order to give students a level of consistency in
these abnormal times is highly important. As a new-normal ensues and my initial teacher training comes to an end, I am
proud to have chosen a career in teaching and can say without doubt - I will not forget this year!

MY RQT YEAR – EVE DOBSON, TEACHER OF GEOGRAPHY AT MALET LAMBERT
Despite the very interesting current circumstances of my RQT year, the start of the year has
been fantastic. The feeling of returning in September to pick up on established relationships
with students was a breath of fresh air. Suddenly I was walking down the corridor knowing
more names and even teaching some students for the second year which has been lovely to
experience for the first time.
A personal highlight of this year was being able to fulfil every geographer's dream of
explaining the process of longshore drift to Year 11 on a beach using a ranging pole to draw
my accompanying diagram in the sand. Hearing my questions being answered by students
applying their knowledge from the classroom in the real-world was an incredibly rewarding
moment. This memory is only slightly tainted by the subsequent torrential downpour which
caused cries of "Miss, my pants are literally wet!" from the public loos on the seafront.
Ah - what a job!

LIFE AS AN NQT – KIRSTY WICKS, HUNSLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Completing your training year is a real sense of achievement and relief. You have survived the assignments, evidence,
lesson plans and observations and developed into a confident teacher ready to join the profession as an NQT. How
different can it be to your training year?
In some ways life as an NQT is easier. You do not have the scrutiny and observations you had as a trainee. You have the
freedom to develop as a teacher, to find your own way of planning, marking and organising your day. My training at YWTT,
allowed me to spend as much time as possible in a school environment and this was extremely useful when I began my
journey as an NQT. I was already aware of the daily routines I would need to develop and had a bank of ideas to try.
On the other hand, having the full responsibility of 30 small children and having to meet a variety of different needs,
academically and emotionally, can be a little overwhelming. But it is important to remember that you are not expected get
things right all the time and have all the answers. As in your training year, it is important to develop a support network of
mentors, colleagues and other NQT’s that you can ask for help and advice. The support I have received from my mentor
and from the Early Career Development Lead has been amazing in developing me as a teacher and pushing me to
continually reflect and develop my teaching.
Teaching isn’t easy but the rewards from seeing students succeed and develop is priceless. There is a sense of
achievement and joy that cannot be replicated. From those lightbulb moments when something finally clicks to the shy
child finding his voice to tell you his plans for the weekend, every day will make you smile.

ALUMNI UPDATE - RYAN GARDINER
I’m now coming to the end of my second year at Howden since graduating and very much
looking forward to my third. I actually became a Head of House this year which is really
exciting, and it blows my mind when I think back to my training year now. It seems forever
ago! Regardless of time, I’ll always be immensely grateful for the course and the support I was
given at Yorkshire Wolds – I genuinely don’t believe I’d be in the profession if it wasn’t for
them, but as it is, I’m further on than I ever expected and there isn’t a day that I don’t look
forward to going into school. It really is the most fulfilling thing I’ve ever done.

Are you thinking of applying to our 2020-21 programme?
Would you like further details before making your decision?
Why not join in our next YWTT Webinar!
Please email sally.cooper@ywtt.org.uk to register your interest.

